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Charles ^* Jasies* Front P^ge to Want Ads: Reading Kcvapapers in 

the ESOt Clas3* 

18 pages* 

ABSTRACT 

The arclcle presents suggestions for using Eoglisfa language nempap^s 
in ESOL instruction* The Author begins with a description of th& format 
of a t3^ical American newspaper* The typas of text found in a newspaper 
are: I) Tecbniccl HatcrialCheadlinesp tables of contents, mastfaeadsp etc*) 
2) Short HaterialCnant ads^ squibs, weather reports, etc*), and 3) Long 
>{aterialCfull length articles, editorials, regular features, etc*)* 
On the basis of the three types described the author presents saaple o 
reading texts with learning exercises, vocabulary laaterial, an4 testing 
procedures* The sapq>le texts include two want ads and one full length 
front page article taken froo^&niieapolis^ased newspapers* The 
reader i5 referred to ERIC Docuraent ED 096 849 for general information 
about the use of oagarines and newspapers ia the foreign language 
cla33rooci* 
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tntro4uction 

In most modern in<lu«trial and comercial societies^ a laajor source 
of iafonnation sbout daily events ani of comunication of i<leas 1$ 
the newspaper* In highly technological societies^ such as the United 
States and Western Europe^ such commication is being supplanted by 
radio and television^ vhereaa in more under^deTeloped/ that is^ less 
literate societies^ word of mouth is still the major source of news* 
However^ newspapers are iaportant reading material in both types of 
societies* 

?or foreign students at universities^ newspapers represent perhaps the 
bulk of the personal reading that most of thes vay do on a daily basis* 
Because of the variety of material to be found in an average American 
newspaper^ and because of the brevity of most news articles^ newspapers 
offer an easy link with the imediate culture sttrrooading foreign students* 
Unlesa students are literature majors or highly fluent in written English^ 
most will not read novels^ plays^ poetr^^ or even periodical news magagines* 
The newspaper is thus the only consistently available reading "break** in 
a routine o£ textbooks^ professional Journals^ and class notes* 

The purpose of this paper is to akialyze the reading skill as applied to 
Aifierican daily newspapers* There have been attempts in the past to 
examine the role of newspapers in the foreign language curriculum* 
LangeCt969) describes the various functions^ of newspapers irithin the 
teaching of reading and culcure^ especially with reference to French^ 
German^ and ESOL< Be suggests how intensive reading in the foreign 
language can be accompliaiied through use of journalistic material* He 
also suggests how extensive^ broader reading cosiprehension might be attaia zi 
by use of reading g:uides^ leading questions^ and content explanations^ 
without direct control of the teacher^ with newspapers and magazines as 
the basis* Be further discueess the reinforcement of structural learning^ 
avaremess of style^ and preparation for writing tasks^ as well as the 
amount of cultural infonaation to be found in newspapers* In a similar 
vein^ Guthschow(1969) gives the history of the use of current periodical 
literature in the foreign language curricilum iti Gensan secondary schools^ 
vis-*3'-vis the traditional concept of "reading" as weaning belletristic 
literature exclusively* He discusses those Journals which are designed 



for teaching English to speakers of 6ther languages, specifically to 
speakers of Geman« Both of the articles, however, give llttl«t Indication 
as to how newspapers can be presented to a class of nonmative speakers 
oi the target language, nor^ do they go into any detail to precisely 
what kinds of journalistic material are best suited to a given class of 
leamersv 

1)acanay(I963) on the other hand^ does give suggestions on hov to use 
a newspaper article as the basis for teacKl&g reading, specifically to 
young leamersv Seely and 1)ay(I971) go Into great detail on how to use 
newspaper headlines to teach reading and culture tq high school and 
college students of Spanishp They present genuine headlines frott 
actual Spanlsfa^language newspapers, with suggestions for classroom use, 
student supplenentary activities, and evaluations of reading coiiprehenslon« 

It Is this author^s intention to expand upon the Ideas In Dacanpy and in - 
Seelye and Day, to suggest further uses and practical hints for teaching 
reading through newspap^ers in ESOL classes^ * 

The population for these activities Is the large group of foreign students, 
on Aaerican college and university campuses^ The group is heterogeneous 
in language background, and cones to the campus with at least talnlmal 
acceptable listening^ speaking, and reading skills^ The purpose of the 
activities i3 to give them snail, measured amounts of newspaper reading 
until such polnr as the students feel Independent enough to read, under** 
stand^ and use the information found In newspapers^ Certain motivational 
factors shpuld be on their side, primarily the fact that they are surrounded 
by the Engllsh**speaking environment and must learn to comtiunlcate with It^ 
even If they are hk :lvated solely by academic pursuits and contacts only 
with fellow countrymen outside the classroom^ 



Aaaerlcan Kevapaper Forraat 
I 

The American nevsp^per is in nany ways unlike its counterpart in other 
cultures* A superficial glance at the front page viU estaUlish this* 
Type slz^s laay range from very large for headlines and maatbeads, dovn^ 
to the small type faces used In articles and advertisen^ntd* Rarely do 
articles of major importance begin and eo j on the froDt page* They are 
begua» f^^equently next to a key pholtograpb with a suamary caption^ tnio 
for a column or tvo» and then continue on a later page* Hany newspapers 
put tatlee of contents and capsulised sumnaries of chief news itms on 
the front paga, aloiu$ vltb weather reports; sports activities^ and phone 
njuB^era for various ncvspap«ir services* On indiie pasas it is rare to find 
an entire papga witbont those space^ob^ltng advertisements (*^&ds'^)^ 
which of course contriVute greatly if not substantially to the very, financial 
existence of the' ncwspapero In oth<t.r words^ Aaerican newspapers expose 
readers to a variety of visual stinuli in as small and as econovical space 
as possible^ while still providing news^ factaal information about 
ccomtmity eventSp and bases for forming opinions about ^aily event* 

Although there ^re many ways to classify the mat^exial in ^ avaraga daily 
newsp«]^*r^ the following laajnr classifications vlll be used for this papers 
Each classification has certain characteristics which give unity to the 
material categorised into it and which separate it from the other two' 
classifications^ The classifications are: 1) Technical Material^ 
2) Short Material^ and 3) Long Materials Tbey are based primarily on 
their fnnctiottp as well as their physical lengthy within the newspaper* 

1) Technical Material comprises headlines, photograph captions ^ tables of 
contents^ masthea4s^ column headings, and datelines* Th'^se make up the 
skeleton" of the newspaper^ They are the guides wtich help the reader 
discover where certain kinds of reading material are located, and in the 
case of headlines and photograph captions, which items will have the 
greatest immediate interest* It is thus possbile to gather a substantial 
amount of infomatioa about the content of the newspaper from such material* 



2) Short Hmterlal comprla«» advertls«iieiitaC^'adi'*)» want ad^, weath«r 
reports, entertalmient listings, stock-market tablef, scores from sports 
events, and squibs (short pieces of almanac Information put In to fill up 
a blank 9pace)» These are highly specific In theme, -easily detached In 
context from the rest of the paper, each usually with a restricted 
vocabulary and frequently elliptical sentence structurev They are also 
the home territory of whole families of abbreviations typically used by 
newspapers to coomuulcAte continually recurring words and Ideas, and to 
save 3pac8 and printer's lnk« 

3) Long Hatetlal comprises full length feature artlclfis, edltorlala^ 
letters-torthe*edltor, fictional stories, and on a contlnuoos^theae 
basls^ cartoons and comics* Each forms an Integral news^tea or segnent 
of a recurring- thtfiatlc itam« Although each may have a unlqne context, 
they usually rely upon the reader's familiarity with other related events 
and general vocabul||ry outside the single newspaper lssue« Thus, 
t^llke Short Material, Long Material cannot be readily detached frxm 

ltd cont .xt, and unlike Technical Material, It does not g:uide the 
reader's aKcention« Rather It supplies the reader with the facts^ Ideas, 
and opinions being currently e:tpress»ed In the actual worlds 

Sutomarlzlng the functions of each type of material, then. Technical Material 
guides the selection of reading material. Short Material snppllaa specific 
data of Interest to a limited audience, and I*ong Material Informa and 
stimulates opinions^ 

'Jhen reading skills In connection with tbe newspaper are mentioned, only what 
Is termed '^Long Material** is uaually meant, possibly because of ics 
resemblance to literary proae« All three types of material, hovdver, 
contribute greatly to the understanding of the foreign language calture« 
and should be dealt with for tt^e themes and ^ vocabulary they present ,to 
the learner* 



■ laxtzt Exarctsti* and Teiti 

This sectlotk d€$al vltb exsmples for tht clastrooa tMchl^g of 

each classlf lestlotk of newspaper readlas material* Although each Is 
an evaoiple of onljr one kind of material vlthln a c lass 1 fleet Ion « the 
principles presented are transferaWle tOL^«l»^ar kinds or^tAttels* 
Thus the reading of want ade could b\rJ^re1lsfetr^^to the reading of 
coimerclel advertlssnientSt and the reading of full length articles 
could be trensfetred to the reeding of editorials^ 

The newspapers f ron vhlch exaapXes are drawn are the Mlnaeepolls Ster 
and the Minnesota I>ally# The latter Is the student newspeper of the 
QnlYerslt? of Mlnnesote* Becsuse newspapers In different locelltles 
dlffer^trov those In others* thji teacher Is urged to make vbeterer changes 
are needed to make his or her exercises confom to the newspaper fonat 
being ueedt to the kinds of oaterlele being cbesent es well ae to the 
needs and interests of the student group being taught*. 

It is assuned that the atudenta for which these neteriels are prepeted 
have the besic listening^ epeefcingt and reading eklllsf thet ie* they 
are able to follow nonel epoken English speech with relative cu»et. ' 
end have been trained In Englidb letter covbinetion recognititm end beeic 
reading conpreheasltm skills* On the basis of proficiency teete* the 
teacher can detetvine whicb oeterlels to begin vlth« 

1) Technical Materiel 

In order for e foreign student to^ read am teerican newepeper Intel ligenbltv* 
he Must first kmw what it co&talnst where the conetnts ere locatedf 
end how to id^tify in tens of TOcabularr the thiuge he wishes to learn 
frooi the newspaper* ly trlel and error be may cose to know where 
editorlelst televisim and radio 11 stlngSt weather infornatioUt end ''Bear 
Abby*' are loceted* but it is taore econoodcel if he is shown where everything 
is end how it is organized^ at the outeet* especially if >ls native language 
culture uses a newepeper f orsat that is drMatlcally different frm the - 
American (HebreWf ArablCt Chineset etc*) 



{tor th« tMchifig •( htt«dliiiM ud .photograph teptioni^ th« rud^r 
la dira^tad to Saalya and Day^a artlela on tba raading of haadliaaa 
in Spanlib* Hueb tha Am appre^b appllaa to taacblng haadllnaa in 
ESOL elaasaa* Tha raadar abould nota that tba voeaVula^ in haailinaa not 
only indieataa what tba folloving artiela ia aVout^ but alao vhat kind 
of cultural information ia auppliad* Xhia vlll balp tba atudant idaotify 
vhieb tbaaaa tba nampapar aditora^ and indiractly thia cnltura bahlnd 
tba nawapapar^ eonaidar important to tranimit to tba raadlng public* 

'"^Tha followlag axarciaa ia intaadad to familiariaa tha foraign atndant 
atudant with tb^ vocaVulaC7 uaad to idantify navapapar itama* It aboald 
ba dona orally^ vltb tha atudant at f Irat .following tha printad t«xt 
aa tba taachar raada it aloiid» and than vltb t^ atudant reading it 
aloud* Tha taacbar should bring an actual itsua of tlia nampapar to 
claaa in ordar to -poli^^ vhat ia baing diaauaaad* Tha Important 
▼ocabulaC7 should ba undarlinad^ aa in tba aaipla taxt gtvant or ba 
vrittan'out by tha atud^t in a ootabook* Tha focmar approach can ba 
usad if tha ^taacbar faala that tha atudant^s baaic raadlng aklll la ^ 
aufflclwtly davalopad to omka nota takii« on thla aubjact auparfluoua* 
Tha latt'ar approach can ba uaad to ba on tha aafa aldat atndcnta laam 
beat vfaan as many paychollnf^ulatlc functlkna ara bought into ^lay aa 
posjibla#- If tha atudant saaa tha printad «ord^ bears It apokan» la 
aakad to rapaat K aloud^ and than vrlta It In bla von haadvritin^^ 
it will ba retained longer than merely readlns and heeling it* 

After orel^ preaentetlon^ and dlacuaaldn nf nev and unfaillar vorda» 
atndanta shoald be checked on their comprebanalon of the vocebulary 
praaentad* Thla can ba done by e aarlea of fcatnel queationa» callteg 
for simple one-vord or 6n«*phraae answers* If done in claaa' orally^ tba 
questions should refer to the nwspeper et hand In tba claaarocm* 
If written^ prior orar^rectlce in the aame kind of quaatlon abokld be 
dovn^ baceuae^of tha difficulty In Reproducing ecutal nevapaper pagea 
in print and/ or driving* 
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Tbf t^cbiog of techfilcal Mp#ct« o£'o«ysp«p«rs usually tAk«i cm« p«ct 
otf « tingle clasa'periodf v|tV tUe excej^tlcm of heidlloAii^ vhlcb c£ti 
t«k« plw« a« a ^Qtftlouow dally* exarclM* . 'lec«ua« th# otbu two 
clMtlficatloAa req^iH .prior kooyladKa of ,th^ teraa idutifyiog iut«rl«l 
lo tbcm^ ittoat of tb« Technical Mattrial cao )ik leanad by contioooua 
practice^ l>ut abcmld'ba diacuaaad befora daaliag vltb tba Jitlier two* 

2) Sbort Matarial ^ ^ 

* 

AMricaa oevapapara tbrlT« on abbravlatiou and allipaaa* Xf every 

if 

advert iaeaept^ v«fit ad^ atoctnurket entry^ end «oTi« liatlng were ' 
written out In ciMi^lete vorde end eentencee^ a nempeper would be ^ 
phyeicnlly unwieldy^ borlngly repetitiTe(et least optically)^ and* 
eacholrbixtantly expeneiyn* It ie therefore no ebrpriee tbec tbe' aejor problem 
in reading Sbovt Heterlal la tbe declpberlng end cov^teheneion of ebbr«» 
Tlat*4 vorda ani allip^tlcal atnccuraa* Tb* amrciaaa ttara vlll abow^^ 
bow tbla akill night 4«Tal«p«d effActiTely, ual^ claaalflad Mir - ^ 

^ * ■ 

TertlMMQ^e(**vant ad**) as exaMp'iea^ ^ 

Want ads are geneirelly eepereted Into tbelr evn eectlon of the newspeper* 
Tbey are arranged according to aubject cleeslf Icatlons for tba tblnge 

or eerrlcee to >e eoogbt^ bougbc^ or sold* SoM w^epepere errenge eucb 

■ 

tlasaif icntipne In elpbebetlcnl order(ApertMnte^ Ant^oe^ Boueee^ Mlec* etc*) 
Otbere glwe e ciasalf lent Ion a code nimber and errenge the ada In 
nuMrieel ordnr* l«fom looking for e pertlcnler vMt ad^ the teacher 
end etndenc ebenld penee tbe entire eectlott Co tfetetnlne Ite claeel fleet Ion 
etrvctnre^ If e teble of centente le not prorlded* 

Once tba pertlcnlar colmm la loceted^ the leoletlon of e yertlculer vent 
ad can begin#^^ e lenguage claee It le beet to begin 'by dletrlbntlng 
either orlglnnl copies of one or nore vent ad pagee^ or.eek etudente to 
bring a partlnnler iesue to cleee* Otbervlee verlooe fonie of dupllcetlon 
ere arellabla^ tbe elapleet being for tbe teecber to type e dosen or 
so vent ede of Interest and ditto tb«bL 



A alngle ed should be ieoleted(See Text 2)* Initlelly the teecber ehould 
^'expand*' It^ f Iret by nerely Asubetltutlng full yord^ for ebbrevletloaef 
then by filling out coaplete eentences end dleee* After expanding two or 
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three vantvad» '^f romt>(he coluan. the^eecber ihould ask tbt. sCudaoti to 
reed gil^ntly one zd^^ Tbw one ntudent should expud it: orelly \ty 
6uV9titutiiig Cull vords for abbreviations, then putting these words into 
sentences* Th* ultimete activity here would be for ,a 3tud«itt to tell 
in his own words vhat-A gix'en*want ad says without the intermediate step 
of deliberately deciphering each abbreviation and ellipsis* 



During these activitas students should keep a list od-cowioiily used 
' abbreviations from the newspaper for GUture inference* The ^ist should 
be written by topic, since many abbreviations are used exclusivelj in ooly 
*6ne kind of want ad colynn« Mso the vocabulary for*iiany itaas my 
re«iuire extansive ^explanation .in tans of cultural* awareoass of what 
the vocabulary ites^ im^ly to the ittwst>aper reader* Buying an 
autoaobile-, for exanple, requires a whole range of. bigblyt epMif i^^ tecw 
such as >.orsftpower»" **p{»wer sttering,** **Air conditioner^^ .^wbite well tiras,** 
and the like, vhich n^y not be in the axperienca of .aany students* 
Looking fo^ an- apartment req^uires understanding S>f bow AMerican apart9«nts 
are designed, and bow, oC course, Aiaericane live in' epartments« The slvple 
vord "efficiency,** for exaihple, %A)eii used in want ads for apartments, 
^is not quite as simple to j^nderstend as its dictio^iy definition >lgbt 
5&em*^ The saioe goes for ads for-apermente and roMis in Qettiany or France* 



.After suCCicient eontrolled expan^^on of selected want ada'haa been practiced 
tlie students can be assigned to read through .any page of want ede, cb^k^^ 
those thet attract attention and be ready to report on 'these in class* 
Before e student begine such a report, he should be allowed to ask for 
explanations oC,any words or sc^uctures tbat^re new or in unueuel con£iguretion« 
\ Such explanations should be me^e^^f^ the entire clase* Then the'stodent 
Should kdiscu'ss what he has found in the ad, expleining what the object or 
setvice is for sale or^rent, whet specif ic^cheracteristics it haa(sixe, 
colon^ locetion^ etc*) what price is requested, ard how the reader c^ 
obtain^mor^^t^onoation about the object or service(address, phone number, et««) 
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Tftsttf Cor ccvnprehftDslon of vut ads should take ont of two forms*^ >v 
Etlhtr a vocabulary test of Isolated terns be glven^ or a sample 
vant ad should be presented for the studeott to expand Into full, sentences 
or phrasesf^followed by a series of factual' questloiis about the vant adj» 
In thi vocabulary test en lt<aa sbould be given under the classlf Icatloi^^ 
rubric vbere it typically appears* The' abbreviation **l bro»" for example^ 
vlll rarely If ever ba found In a v^nt ad about a iPlymouth* It should 
be listed vlth'.other terms directly related tp the rubric "Apartnents. 
f^r Kent*'* Words vhlch appear In several different columns could be 
grouped together under e rubric ^uch as **Genftral Vocabulary^^* although 
It should not tak«|^long Cor stifdents^to jread **iiMe^lately" for '^laa«^.**^ 
**condltlon** for **cond*** or **mluwe" for *>ln»'^ ^one numbers^ ad<?ressen^ * 
and prices should also ^ req;:tlre little explanation* 

The reading of vent ads does uot have to taVe^ a great 'amount of time* ^ 

It can be spread out oveC a ssnester or quarter as a continuing klnd^ of 

'*, »* 

Axerclse altematlvfl^ to the nore Involved activities of reading longer - 
prose or profesalonally oriented aaterlal In the ESOL class* If the teacbev 
sesnes a need at the beginning of tUe tersi for Intensive training In reading 
vant ads^ hecanae of student requirement^ ^f or locating liouslng^ furnlturet 
or transport at lon» It can be don^ ef^flclently hy determining Vhlch Items 
are of greatest Interest^ giving the students a llac of the mof t ' 1 ^ 
Intportent abbreviations^ and spending as much time as necessary examining 
with students, tlia material they need to understand quickly* 

the prln^ples just outlined apply equally well to the reading of full 
length coi me rctal advertlsements(**ads*')» weather reports^ sports announcemants^ 
end other reading ^tarlal vith a highly specialized Vocabulary and 
recurring abbreviations* 

ft 

3) Long Material 

Long Material ^ekes up the bulk of the **nevs** ^eontent of a newspaper* 
Most of the articles of various lengths' and styles are examples of 
Long Material: front page lead artlcVes^ editorials^ feature: columns 
(such as Ann Landers and Art Buchvald)^ special feature Items (Sunday 
supplement)^ and letters^o^the-edltorCvhlch are in reality **^Ttlcles" 
written by the reader's)* Cartoons and comica are Included here^ since they 
elcber highlight in a hintorous was some aspect of the news and the people 
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in it^ or tb€j tell a eootlimiog stoty* These may be characterised aa 
havlst ooa «ajor theue or point of interest which ia elaborated by one 
or Bore subtfaeMS dapendiog on the length ^aod inportance' of the article* 
Altbuugb the language of auch material, avoids strictly colloquial tern* 
ittol 087 (except conies and cartoons) ^ the demanda for space and the 
desira to reach aa large e aegiMttt of the population as poaatble cause 
nevspaper editors to use straightforward and unenbelliahed language* 
As e result the vocabulary and structures In Long Material generj^lly 
repreaeat the ooat current level of davelop«ent in contaaporary English 
usa^e to be found in ei^ writing in America* 

Tba following exatclsea show how reading a standard newspaper article 
night he, siiqillfled for foreign atudentaCS^ Text 3)* 

\ 

Begin with a front pag« news article^ preferably one with. national or 
interaatlenal orientation* This will reach the greatest number of atudenta 
alooe they contain oplnlona which bear heavily on previoualy reported facta 

i 

end analyaea o^ the newa* As auch th^ are vore diff i^lt to conprehend vi 
^tbout setting up the context In which they were written* 

Rewrite the article^^so^ as to capsullxe in aa few sentences as possible one 
naln idea in the article* If the teacher feela that the students will have 
trouble with Involved English ayntax^ he or she may^wish to rewrite a ^ 
portion of the article in aiapler sentencea* 

The condense article should be distributed to'the students* Any words 
known to be unfaniliar or in an unfanilfar context should he underlined 
or gloased* Eecanaa accurate conphrehenslon huilda upon liatenlng and . 
speaUns^ the passage should he read aloud^ first by the teacher^ then by 
the Individual student* Vocabulary iteoa should be explained aa neeaaaary^ 
by anohter student If possible^ otherwise hy the teacher* 

To teat ccMprehenslon^ a«serles of factual questions should he appended 
to the text* Srlef answers^ either les phrases or as complete sentences^ 
should be el iclted orally at firsts then later as a written test exercise 
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After several such condensed texts have been* presented^ a full^ uncut 
article niay be exaar^ljied* This may be in the form of a newspaper clipping^ 
'f enough copies of the specific newspaper issue are aVailabl'^^ or a 
typed duplies tion o£ the article* Ultlniately a student should be able 
to read any factual navs article witb at least complete linguistic 
cotnprehecsion^ if not complete knowledge of everything the article tallcs 
aboutt 

Although writing is not the subject of this paper ^ it is a natural foLloiptip 
to the reading skilly If students have an object to sell or need soae 
Special service^ they will need to know how to condense the description of 
the object or service to economical si2e* Moat newspapers autoniaticsLly 
supply the appropriate abbreviations for the custotaur^ but must know 
what information is essential for a want ad to be effective* 

In addition some students may wish to write a letter to the newspcper^ 
or as is frequently the case with university newspapers^ write a full 
article or editorial on a subject of interest to other foreign .sttidents 
or to the American cousunity at large about student concent* Experience 
in reading the American newspaper makes tbe job of writing either e want 
ad or an article a less time^onsuming task* Reading tbe newspaper also 
gives Che student a better understanding of tbe culture witb which he 
would other have weaker contact if he were able to commuAicate only with 
the oral skills* 
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Text I 



0) Objective! Students denoa^tute understanding of the basic vocahnlary 

of Che Aaerican newspaper hj reading an e3say on tbe neva^ 
paper and then answering ten factualCwho, «/baty when, where, 
how) questions about the essay vocahulaxy* 

1) Teacher's instructloas; This is a vocabulary building exercise, using 

a brief presentation(oral) on the layout of the American 
newspaper, done with an actual newspaper as a visual aid* 
The word a being taugjht should he written on the hoard as 
chey occur* The atodenta should he urged to write these 
into a i;otebook* The significant words are underlln«d in 
the text, bat isay require further explanation* 
The teacher sbimld read the text first aloud to the class^ 
then ask a single' student to read a paragraph* If there are 
unfaMlliar words which require discusalnn or explanation^ 
these should be taken up as they arise* Following the 
reading of the text, questions should be presented to check 
conprehens loUt 

2) Student's te3*t 

AltbcKisb there are differences in Aaerican newapapars from city to city, 
most have tbe satse characteristics* Most big cities have papers that cone ^ 
. lat^dally, with a noming and an evening edition, altbougjb both editions 
have the S3K haaic news items* . Tbe dail^ newspaper usually has only two 
sections* The Sunday edition, however, aay have many sections^ each, devoted 
to a single aspect of the news* 

On the front ;^age are found tbe chief news stories of the day, each suixuarized 
by the headline, printed in large type aVove the atory* In addition tbe 
front page naually containa a table of contenta, listing tbe page mosbers 
of other najor puts of tbe paper* It may also have a brief weather report* 

Usually in tbe middle part of the^ newspaper is the editorial page* An 
editorial is an article or essay which presents the personal opinions of tbe 
editor or the publisher about a particular event in tbe news* Otherwise most 
articles j^n che paper do not contain opinions or views of tbe newspaper 

staff, just tbe facts abont whatever event" is- reported* On- the editorial 

page are also one or two satirical cartoons > based on some story or incident 
though not, necessarily related to the editorials printed next to it on tbe 
page* Host newspapers also print letters with opinions, coments, cosplaints, 
etc* from readera who send them to tbe newspapert Not surptisingly, these are 
called ' ^letters to tbe editor* " 

On the page following tbe editorials are tbe conic t. also called ^the funnies*** 
These short cartoon segments are buaououa and entertaining, and usually 
appeel nost directly to children or young people, although scoe are written 
for adults(Li'l Abner, Peanuts, etc*) 
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13. 

Bollowl ' "^'y comics Is the sports ^page» Inforciatlon about wrlous 
sports avanns^ls .given hare^ as well ^s the scores and results or event: 
already played» 

The last few pages of a newspaper contain the classified advertiscnents 
most often simply called ^ Vant ad3» " Thase are short aaaouBCements put in 
by people vho want to buy^ rent^ or sell sonethinga Just about anything 
can be advertised there: Autoniobiles^ houses^ apartaents^ radios^ caaeras^ 
books^ jobs^ etc« These want ads are arranged acoording to subjects, with 
a ^hort heading for each subjects 

Aliaost all nei/spapers contain many coanercial advertisements or "ads*" 
A store or ccvpany buys apace'^in the paper to telL vhat prodncta or 
services It has for sale^ These ada are very short and fit into the 
col^am of print next to the ether news^ or they can cover an' entire page 
or part of a page and ^e separated by a border froM the rest of the paper* 
newspapers earn a lot of money fron these ads^ which explains why there are 
so many of them* Ads are usually found anywhere in the paper except on 
the front page* 

3) T3St <iues'£ions: 

a* How often Is a newspaper printed? How often does It coae out? 
b« tVhat is on the front page? 

c* iOiere Is the editorial page usually found? What is on it? 
d« What are the "f\nmies2" 

e« Where can you find the scores of football games play£4? 
f* How many sections does the daily 'newspaper usually hkve? 

What does a '^headline" do? 
h» If you want to esqiress your own opinion about something in the 
newspaper^ haw can yon do it? 
If you want to sell somithing^ how can you do it through the newspaper? 
Arij9^e the following words in the order in which yon find the 
Items mentioned in the newspaper: 
' letters**to»ther*editor^ want ads^ front page* 
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T^xt 2 

0) Objective*. Students demonstrate understanding of a standard newspaper 

"want ad" by (1) e:cpandlng abbreviated words and symbols 
Into complete words and phrases, and (2) retelling briefly 
what the ad says by changing the (expaiided) text Into one's 
own words* This can be done either orally or In writings 

1) Teacher^s Instructlont; With vant ad pages present, or with a typed re- 

production of want ads, expand one or two single ads from 
the same column* Then ask a student to try it hlnself* 
Put accumulated abbreviatiottft and terms on the blackboard* 
Ask students to take notes© Use sample fonaat for expandlns 
and testing given below© Oral presentation* 

2) Saniple want ad expansions 

(Actual want ad teoct): 

! 3B security, carpeted, AC, 2612 Plllibwry, 432"7O0S, 
823*8318 

(E^cpanded abbreviations) ; 

Oqc bedroom apartment, security system, carpeted, air 
conditioning, address 2612 Pillsbury, phone nuoibers 
^%32"700B and 823-8318* 

(E^cpanded sentences and ideas) £ 

There is a one bedroom apartment for rent* Xt has probably 
a kitchen, bathroom, living roots, and one or two closets* 
The aputment building has a security systent only people 
with a key can get into it, unices someone iniide lets then 
in* There is air conditioning In the apartment* The address 
of the apartment building is 2612 Pillsbury* The phone numbers 
to call are 432^7008 or 823*8318* 

o****»*f>**e*o*****fri^frooo*«o**«frOfro««f>«*a»**<************ft***A* 

(Actual want ad te:Et)t 

NEW EPF cptd, will furn*pkg*close in* !5l35*Oct 31, 
378-1905 aftor 5* 

(Expanded abbreviations); 

Hew efficiency apartment^ carpeted, will furnish, parking; 
close in, rent !!l35 per month, move in October 31, phone 
378-1905 after flye o^clock In the evening* 

^ , (Expanded sentences and ideas); 

There is a new efficiency apartment for rent* It probably 
has one large room which serves as bedroom and living room, 
with a kitchen next to Ito The bathroom and closet are 
separate rooms* The manager is willing to furnish it, although 
is is probably an unfurnished apartment* Parking for cars 
is close by, but apparently not reserved for apartaient tenants* 
The rent is ^135 per month* You can move in as early as x 
October 31* Phone 378-1905^ but only aft^r five o^clocx 
in the evenings 
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3) Test que3tion3t 

Expand the Lollowlng want ad, removing all abbreviations^ replacing 
them with complete words and ptirasesa The want ad comes from the 
column marked "Apta. Unfurnished" +) 



RSVLE I hr wlkout in Irg 2 yr old unito Sec syst# 
air condolsdr pool, saunap least! thru Aug 72o Rent 
discounted*, 633-0339 HWP eves. 



Answer the following questions abcut this want ado 



le How many bedrooiis does the apartment have? 
2o IS the apartment buliing small? 
3. How old is tba apartment building? 

4« What additional conveniences does the apartment have? 
So If you moved into the apartment In August 1971 , bov 

long would you have to pay Tent there? 
6» Does the want ad say bow much the rent is^ 
7o yihsit do tbe abl>reviation» *'AC,*' "sec syst." and 

'*lGdr pool*' mean? 



+) The expansion should look like tbia: 



One bedrooa apartment in Ros^villep in large two 

year old buildinga Security system, air conditioning^ 

Indoor pool, saunap lease through August 1972* Phone 



In a want ad coltmn, dealing with "Autos for Salep'Vuh^t dp the following 
abbreviations sta^d for? Substitute complete words or pHrases. 



dr. 
eng. 

PS 

bp* 

tit- 

AC 
«U 
htr. 

PB 



633-0339^ fi^^^J^^^^ V*^.*s<^^, 




Sjcttple vocabulary quiz 
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16. 



The following list gives the more common abbreviations found in want 

acts in the Minneapolis Star and the Minnesota Dailyo The items preceded by 

a may re^utre escplanation for most foreign students* 

**General Vocabulary^ 



lo 

hi 

thru 

nite 

rite 

lite 

mint (minute) 
sec.C^second) 
st.C=street) 
ave» 

nit (^ile) 
Ige., Irg* 
sh(r), ("Share) 
V. C=n/ith) 
yro 

etc»etc» 

'*Autos for Sale** 

trans* ("transmission) 
whl3»(=*wheels) 
l^W(»white walls) 
engt ("engine) 
auto. ("automatic) 
dr* ("door) 
ht»("hard top) 
PS(^power steering) 
AC("air conditioning) 
PB (-power brakes) 
hpt("hor3a power) 
,htr«(". ' , heater) 
3td» (^standard) 



"Apartmects, Unfurni shed/Furnished" 

apt, (=« apartment) 

mOt ("i&onth^ per month) 

H F(«>inale ««« fenale) 

cptdo ("Carpeted) 
+) dpljc. (-duplex:) 
+) Is, (-lease) 

pkg* (-parking) 

bldg* (^^'bullding) 

rta, ("room) 
+) eff .("efficiency) 

util. ("Utilities as part of rent) 

br^^^ BR(»bedrooa plus bathrooeiy. 

living room^ and one or more closets) 

mgr» ("manager) 
+) 5xx(-500 block of street) 

sec* ("security system) 
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Text 3 

0) Objective: Students demonstrate reading cooprehension of printed news 

article hy ansiatsrlng a given nunber of factual Questions 
with short answerso 

1) Teacher's instructions: This ia a reading exercise to get students no 

pick out important facts from a newspaper article^ The 
teacher should read the condensed article once aloud to the 
class* Then single students should he asked to read one 
paragraph at a time* If vocabulary difficulties arise^ 
thesje should be handled quickly bmt completely* However » 
exte^ive explanations should be avoided so as not to 
distract from reading task* The questions in the testing 
phaae n&ay be handled orally after the coaplete reading 
ox the text* Short answers should be elicited^ although 
comple}:e sentences taay be requested to check on granooatlcal 
accuracy of the answers^ The basic purpose of this exercise^ 
however^ is to improve reading comprehension of a newspaper 
article* Once several condensed articlefi are used» a fiill 
length uncut article may be read la the same way* 

2) Student's text: Text ±^ taken froa The Minneapolis Star 91 » cccivCWoveab 

14^ 1969): 18 

CAPE KENNEDY^ Florida — America's tbrae-wan Apollo 12 crew 
successfully blasted off on the second mission to the moon 
today^ despite a last^nsinute thuuderstorm that may have jolted 
the rocket with a lightning bolt* 

The thick squall had threatened until the final moments to delay 
th« flight of Havy coixmanders Charles Conrad, Alan Bean, and 
Richard Gordon* 

Shortly after the rocket disappeared into a beavy rain claud, 

there was a very definite flash in the sky. It looked like two or - 

three quick flashes to observers on the ground* 

The Apollo 12 spacecraft entered earth orbit tvelve minutes after 
launch at 10:34 a*m*^' Minneapolis time* 

President Nl^on^ bis wife and daughter^ as well as Vice-President 
Agnew and his vife were among the estimated half million persons 
who watched the dramatic blast*off at Cape Kennedy* 

Conrad and Bean are scheduled to touch down on the moon at 12:33 a*m« 
Wedneftday^ in the lunar landing module^ named ^Intrepid*^ while Gordon 
remains in the command ship» names "Yankee Clipper^" whieh will fly at 
an altitude of from 62 to 76 miles above the surface of the moon* 

They irill stay on the lunar surface for 31 hours^ as contrasted with 
the 21 hours which the astronauts of Apollo 11 spent on the moon* 

They wiil leave behind a package of instruments for scientific measure^ 
ments^ uhich contains a radio unit to beam the information gathered 
back to earth* The power supply will allow the package to operate 
for more than a year> 



18,. 

Th« moon explorers are equipped with two hanmiocks and blauk«ts 
so they can sleep during their rest periods on the moont 

C.^ticle copyrighted by the Minneapolis Star, 1969) 



3) Tsst Questions: 

a* How many men axe aboard Apollo 12? 
b* Wliat are their names? 

Ct Have uen gone to the moon before? Hou nany times? 

dt What happened to the rocket as it disappeared into a rain cloud? 

!that time did the Apollo 12 blast off? 
f* Who vatched the blast off at Cape Kennedy? 
g. When willCdldt) the men land on the moon? 

h* What is the name of the lunar landing module? The coimand hhip? 

it How high H#ill the command ©hip fly above the :noon? 

jt Hov Ions ^11 the men stay on the laoon? 

kt How long did the men of Apollo 1 1 ctay on the moon? 

1* What will the men of Apollo 12 leave behind on the moon? 

at Where(Ho9) will the men sleep while on the moon? 

Ut The three ;3eu of ApolXc 12 are referred to in the article by four 
other titlest Hame three of the four* ^ 
(Answer: crew^ conmaadersp aKtronauts, mooD explorers) 
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